
Whittington Primary School

Phonics Parents Evening



What is Systematic Synthetic 

Phonics (SSP)? 
• Systematic Synthetic Phonics is a way of teaching 

children to read, write and spell. 

• The sounds that children learn are taught in a 

specific, systematic order (not alphabetically) so 

that children can begin to build words from these 

sounds as early as possible. 



Why Rocket Phonics?
• It has high expectations of the children, with a 

mastery approach to ensure that all children are 

exposed to age related learning.

• It focuses on 2 sounds a week, with both reading 

and writing focuses to enable better application 

and time for children to learn and embed.

• Engaging reading books to be shared at home, 

that are different to the Big Books shared in class, 

and the Target Practice books shared in guided 

reading. 

• The Pupil Practice Booklets enable and encourage 

application every day for independence wherever 

possible.



Jargon Buster!
• Pure Sounds – pronouncing the sounds of letters and combinations of letters 

correctly, for example not saying ‘muh’ but ‘mmmmm’. Avoid trying to say 

an ‘uh’ at the end of the sound.

• Oral blending – hearing a series of sounds and merging them together to 

say the word, for example an adult says ‘b-u-s’ and the child says ‘bus’.

• Blending – children see a word, say those individual sounds in the word and 

then merges those sounds together to hear the whole words like c-a-t 

makes ‘cat’. This is vital for reading.

• Segmenting – the opposite to blending. Children break up the word into its 

component sounds. This is vital for spelling and writing words.

• Digraph – two letters that make one phoneme, for example oo, oa, ee

• Trigraph – three letters that make one phoneme, for example ear, igh, air

• Split digraph – perhaps you know this as the ’magic e’? It is when a vowel 

digraph ending with ‘e’ has been split and a consonant has been placed 

in the middle. It still makes the sound despite a letter in the middle. There 

are five split digraphs to learn

i_e like in time

a_e like in cake

o_e like in rope

e_e like in theme

u_e like in cube



Your child will have already 

learnt in Reception…



In year 1 your child will learn…



Rocket Phonics | The English Alphabetic Code | A guide for parents, carers and 

families – YouTube (5.22)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyGQY_GHtoQ


What does Rocket Phonics 

look like in school?
Monday - introduce new letter sound -

blending

Tuesday - formation of letter and spelling -

segmenting

Wednesday - repeat cycle with new letter 

sound

Thursday - repeat cycle with formation of letter 

and spelling

Friday - common exception words (Tricky 

words).



Blending
• Monday and Wednesdays 

we introduce a new sound 

and work on blending.

• This is the process of using 

phonics for reading. 

Children identify and blend 

the individual sounds 

together to hear and say 

the whole word.

e.g. m-oo-n -> moon



In reception the sound cards looked like this…



In year 1 the sound cards look like this…



Year 1



Year 1



Segmenting

• Tuesdays and Thursdays we 

focus on segmenting using the 

sound taught the day before. 

We use our mini whiteboard and 

pen on these days!

• This is the process of using our 

phonics skills to support spelling 

and writing. Children listen to the 

whole word and break it up into 

the letter-sounds. E.g. ‘lunch’ 

can be segmented as l-u-n-ch.



Phonic/Sound Fingers 
and segmenting  

b  ir d

sn o w



Year 1



Common Exception Words

Year 1

Also known as

‘tricky’ words



Books
In school At home

Big Books:

Whole class, 

Introduces a new

sound displayed                        

on our IWB

Rocket Phonics reading book 

matched to your child’s ability

Target Practice Books:

Guided reading-

Paired or 

Independent 

reading, focusing

on the sounds                        

learnt in 

class.

Library book- read together for 

pleasure



Lilac

Lilac Plus

Pink A Pink B
Red A

Red B
Yellow



Yellow

Blue

Green

Orange



How can you help at home?
Have a look 

together at your 

home learning 

recap sheet.

Some children may 

benefit from 

recapping 

Reception sounds.





How can you help at home?
Share their reading book together at home. Your child 

should be able to read their home reading book with a 

fair level of confidence- the trickier ‘Target Practice’ 

books we work on at school. Your child should be able 

to read their home reading book with fluency.

Ideally they should be reading the book at least 3 times 

and focusing on different areas. 

Day1 – decoding

Day 2 – speed and accuracy

Day 3 – expression and comprehension



Other ways to help 
•Focus on learning the sounds with the children. 

•Ideally read everyday with your child. Weekends 

and holidays too! This may be their home reading 

book, library books or other books you have at 

home!

•Play games – find the letter/word on a page. How 

many can they find in a certain time? Play bingo 

with the sound mats

•Show your child print in their environment- what 

sounds can you see?

•I – spy type games 

•Make it fun to write the sounds- in the bath, with 

jazzy pens etc!

•Play splat!





The Importance of Re-reading

1. Increased vocabulary

2. Developing awareness of phonemes

3. Comprehension skills

4. Confidence building and expression



The Three ‘P’s’

•Pause – let your child try by themselves first. Be 

patient.

•Prompt – when your child hesitates over a new 

word try asking questions such as: What does it begin 

with? Can you spot any tricky sounds in this word? Then 

tell them the first sound or point out any tricky sounds. It 

is important to give them the opportunity to work it out 

for themselves but it is also important not to let them 

get stuck for too long so they don’t get disheartened.

•Praise – when your child gets a word right give them 

lots of praise and encouragement. 



Year 1 Phonics Screening 

Check



•Every Year 1 child in the country will be 

taking the phonics screening check in the 

same week in June.

•The aim of the check is to ensure that all 

children are able to read by the end of 

year two.  

•This ‘midpoint check’ will 

ensure that we have a clear 

understanding of what the 

children need to learn in year 2.



•The check is very similar to tasks the children already 

complete during phonics lessons. 

•Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and 

blend the sounds together.eg d-o-g - dog

•The focus of the check is to see which sounds the 

children know and therefore the children will be asked 

to read made up ‘nonsense’ words.

THIS IS NOT A READING TEST

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=reading+clipart&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=nwlEY6_5A5p2CM:&imgrefurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/illustration/1674/picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book&docid=ra3hgKiWkQ10tM&imgurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/images/illustrations/xsmall2/1674_picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book.jpg&w=345&h=350&ei=veh9T8HrLcSG8gP0z6CRDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=272&sig=117638893342511017181&page=2&tbnh=145&tbnw=143&start=20&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:20,i:176&tx=56&ty=57


Finally 

✓ It sounds a lot of work but it is done in stages 

and spread over a considerable period of 

time.

✓ Little and often is best.

✓ Plenty of practice and repetition.

✓ We have seen a really positive impact 

following the introduction of Rocket Phonics, 

the children’s confidence is growing along 

with their blending and segmenting skills.



Thank you!

• Help yourself to hand outs!

I’ll be available afterwards if you have any questions, or drop 

me an email:

e.Kendrick@Whittington.staffs.sch.uk

mailto:e.Kendrick@Whittington.staffs.sch.uk

