Message from the Headteacher
Santa Claus—otherwise known as Saint Nicholas or Kris Kringle—has a long history
steeped in Christmas traditions. Today, he is thought of mainly as the jolly man in red
who brings toys to good girls and boys on Christmas Eve, but his story stretches all
the way back to the 3rd century, when Saint Nicholas walked the earth and became
the patron saint of children.
The legend of Santa Claus can be traced back hundreds of years to a monk named St.
Nicholas. It is believed that Nicholas was born sometime around 280 A.D. in Patara,
near Myra in modern-day Turkey. Much admired for his piety and kindness, St.
Nicholas became the subject of many legends. It is said that he gave away all of his
inherited wealth and traveled the countryside helping the poor and sick. One of the best-known St.
Nicholas stories is the time he saved three poor sisters from being sold into slavery by their father by
providing them with a dowry so that they could be married.
The origins of this story are steeped in the showing of kindness and the spreading of happiness to others.
Christmas is generally regarded as a happy, joyous time for many but there are children and families who
find Christmas very difficult for a whole variety of reasons. Christmas can be difficult for everyone, at any
point in their life. The charity Mind has published websites to help any families in need of additional
support.
People who aren't around
• Estrangement, when you're not in contact with family members. Find support from the estrangement
support charity Stand Alone.
• Bereavement, whether that's recent or if some time has passed.
• Divorce and break-ups. Relationship charity Relate can provide help and support.
People or situations you want to avoid
• Abuse and other trauma, whether it is from the past or happening now. This may include seeing people
who remind you of difficult or traumatic experiences.
Money and practical worries
• Not having enough money or being in debt. See the pages on money and mental health for information
and tips which may help.
• Things being closed when you need them. For example, food banks and other support services might
be able to help ahead of Christmas, but are often closed on public holidays. You can search for food
banks in your area on the Trussell Trust website.
Access to support and services
• Some services may not open or may run a reduced service, for example crisis teams and some
helplines. And it can be harder to find out quickly what service to use, if opening hours change.
• GP surgeries tend to close over Christmas, and appointments are harder to book. For medical help, you
can contact NHS 111 in England
• Therapists usually don't work over the festive period. This may include if you have online or telephone
appointments.
• Pharmacies close and it can be harder to get medication. The NHS has information on
getting out-of-hours medication and emergency prescriptions.
We wish all of our children and families a happy and healthy Christmas and acknowledge to
everyone that there are services out there to support in an hour of need. Our thoughts
are with you all over the festive period.

This Autumn term has signaled a more ‘normal’ start to the academic year. Our children
returned from their summer holidays refreshed and ready for a new class and a new year
group. We managed to catch-up on some of the residentials that the children have previously
missed due to COVID. We were able to celebrate Harvest, Y1/2 Nativity and Y5 Nativity with an
audience and Nursery and Reception were able to invite parents in for a Christmas workshop.
During the early part of a new school year, we give much thought and consideration to the year
ahead and to our school priorities so that our drive for school improvement can continue.
All of our pupils have missed a lot of learning due to COVID so our first priority is to ensure that through quality first teaching
and highly effective intervention, we provide an excellent curriculum so that pupils make great strides in their COVID catch-up,
with a particular focus on reading and writing. We are also reviewing and developing current practises in Phonics and Early
reading to ensure that our children achieve outcomes in Phonics screening that are in line with, or above, pupils nationally.
Last year, we worked to introduce a restorative approach to behaviour and relationships. This year we are working to embed
this approach which will be further enhanced by the re-launch of our ‘STAR’ qualities. There is an article about this later.
Another whole school priority is to provide highly effective pastoral support so that the personal, social, emotional and mental
health needs of pupils are met. COVID has had an impact on the mental health needs of many, many pupils but, for some, this is
significant. We are working to provide pastoral support for these children and their families through Malachi, Worry Warriors and,
in January, we will be training a member of staff to become an Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) so that additional 1:1
support can be provided as part of a structured programme.
Whittington Primary School is not a particularly diverse school and, therefore, we want to promote equality of opportunity and
diversity through a highly effective Personal, Social and Health Education and Sex and Relationships Education, the RE curriculum
and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural ethos so that pupils are better prepared for the world in which they live. This may include
holding workshops, taking pupils on school trips and having visitors in school in order to extend their understanding of the diverse
world.
A key priority for staff training is based on understanding cognitive science and how children learn and retain knowledge. We can
then adapt our teaching to incorporate the latest research into pedagogical practices within the classroom.
Our whole school priorities have been shared with the school council. They then put them into pupil speak so that they can be
shared with the other pupils in school.

Mastering Number
This term Early Years, Year 1 and Year 2 have started an exciting new
project called Mastering Number led by the NCETM. It is a nationwide
program and is designed to help children develop a good number sense so
that children leave KS1 with fluency in calculation and a confidence with
number.
Mastering Number is a daily 10-15
minutes session which is in
addition to children’s usual daily
maths lesson. They use a range of
materials and representations,
including a small abacus-like piece
of equipment called a rekenrek.
Each child has their own rekenrek.

During the autumn term, the children
have embraced the Mastering
Number program. They enjoy the
sessions and already are developing a
great number sense. They like that the
Numberblock characters are used.
‘The rekenrek looks like a simple piece of equipment,
but it can be very powerful. Used by skilful, trained
teachers it can help children move away from
counting in ones to start doing basic mental
calculations. We call this ‘number sense’, and research
tells us that if children develop fluency and flexibility
with number facts and relationships early on, they will
make much more progress later, in both maths and
other subjects.’ NCETM’s Director for Primary
Mathematics, Debbie Morgan.

Year 5 Residential to Whitemoor Lakes
After a long wait, the Year 5’s finally got to go on their
three-day residential trip to Whitemoor Lakes. The
overwhelming feeling was excitement and this
continued throughout the trip. The pupils (and the
teachers!) got to challenge themselves on activities
such as: high ropes, abseiling, rock climbing,
canoeing , zip-wiring, nightline and more.
Before bed we talked about what we had personally
achieved in the day and what we were proud of. It
was lovely to hear all the pupils talk so openly and it
was clear to see that everyone had gained something
from these experiences.
Most children loved the food and it was great to see
the pupils demonstrating their manners to each other
and the staff.
We were also blessed with the weather—which made
the stay even more enjoyable!

Science at Whittington
In Science, this term, EYFS have been exploring
Autumn nature, light and dark and what’s inside our
bodies.

Years 1 and 2 have been using the Big
Bad Wolf to help them look at the
properties of different materials in
Science. They then had a go at making
a house for the three little pigs.

Years 3 and 4 have been learning about
Rocks, Soil and Fossils this term in
Science. They learnt how different
rocks and fossils are created and sorted
them according to their properties and
characteristics.
They then went on a field trip where
they tested soils in order to solve a CSI
crime scene.

Years 5 and 6 have been learning about
classification this term in Science. They sorted
animals and then invented their own with specific
characteristics. There was lots of great
discussion going on.

By Mrs Hemmings

Our Muddy Monday Forest Schools in Early Years
What have we been doing….

Our curriculum would not be complete without the chance for our children to learn
through exploring and interacting with nature in our outdoor environments here at
Whittington. We are very fortunate that we not only have our two Early Years gardens,
but we also have our school field, nature pond and sensory garden.
This term during our Muddy Monday’s we have been teaching the children about fire
safety and cooking on a campfire. We have enjoyed cooking apples, watching popcorn
explode and making and tasting bread twists. Yum! We have also pressed our own apples
and made our own apple juice.

The children have been able to learn and experience the changing seasons through using
all their senses. My personal favorite is always winter where we can be found wrapped up
in all our warm winter clothing and cosying up around the firepit singing songs and telling
stories.
We have participated in many autumnal and winter activities, including leaf collection and
comparison, made salt dough tree faces, floor art, collecting fallen twigs and wood for
our fires, harvested vegetables and seeds from our vegetable beds and making all-natural
Christmas decorations out of foraged material, which now has pride of place on the tree
at Lichfield Cathedral.
We also got our first snowfall of winter 2021 which made for a highly exciting and fun
filled snowy forest school morning where teachers and children were all found searching
for rabbit prints, building snowmen and sledging down the hills.
By Mrs Loundes

Year 1 and 2 Nativity:
Born in a barn

Year 1 and 2 were pleased to present this year’s nativity ‘Born
in a barn’.
Born in a barn was a nativity
musical with eight catchy
songs and plenty of parts for
the budding actresses and
actors of Whittington Primary’s year 1 and 2
classes. The children told the story of the
commotion and excitement that happened
when the animals of Bethlehem realised there was a baby in their stable.
From the year twos impressing the audience with their first-class acting skills to
the year ones showcasing fabulous dancing and singing, this production was
sure to be one to be remembered.
Well done to everyone who took
part.
By Miss Dorgan

Year 3 and 4 books to support our curriculum
Over the last term we have read a selection of fantastic books to support our topics of the
Stone Age, and rocks and soil.
Firstly, the children took a step into the Stone Age with Satoshi
Kitamura’s The Stone Age Boy. One day, a boy trips over and stumbles
right into the Stone Age.
From this book the children produced some great pieces of writing
including:
• Detailed recounts
• A comic strip
• Instructions on how to make an animal skin coat
‘My favourite part was when the boy fell down the hole’ – Poppy Y3
‘I really enjoyed the chapter where the bear attacked!’ – Henry Y4
The Rabbits and Moles also explored Clive King’s Stig of the Dump, in
which Barney befriends an unusual, primitive boy called Stig. The
children wrote:
• Instructions on how to make a pulley
• A diary entry from Barney
• Explanations
To kickstart the rocks and soils unit, year 3 and 4 read Meredith Hooper’s
The Pebble in my Pocket, exploring the adventure of a pebble over
millions of years.
They completed:
• A descriptive piece of writing
Most recently, the children have read and enjoyed Oliver and the Seawigs
by Philip Reeve. Along with his new friends, a grumpy old albatross, a
short-sighted mermaid and a friendly island called Cliff, Oliver goes off in
search of his missing parents.
The children have explored and written:
•
•
•
•
•

Sarcastic speech
A letter from Oliver to a detective
A poster advertising the Night of the Seawigs.
A set of instructions on how to look after a sea monkey
A non-chronological report on sea monkeys

‘My favourite lesson was the one where we had to create our own seawigs’ – Matilda Y4
‘My favourite part was…I don’t know…all of it!’ – Isabelle Y3

The Autumn term is always a busy time for the Military Kids’
Club as they, along with the rest of the school, commemorate
Remembrance Day. All the service children signed and wrote a
message on a poppy that was then displayed on a wreath
outside school and the Year 6 children
did a fantastic job selling poppy
memorabilia around every class. Thank
you for your very generous donations towards this special
charity– the collection tubs were very heavy by the end.
We Shall Remember

We were also privileged to be invited down to the
You gave us our freedom,
And the world we see today
Is shaped by your bravery.
We won’t let it pass away.
You live on in photographs,
A world in shades of grey.
You battled through the night
So that we might see the day.
You had no time for evil.
You had no room for hate.
You did what you had to do.

Cenotaph in the village to take part in the
Remembrance Service. The Year 5/6 Military
children were joined by other members of the
community from St. Giles Hospice, DMS Whittington
and the Parish Council. Throughout the whole service
the children showed great respect and
understanding of this significant occasion. Some of
the children volunteered to read a poem, ’We Shall
Remember’, and they performed this brilliantly

You didn’t choose your fate.

reading their lines clearly,

Now we shall remember,
And at the dimming of the day,

despite being in front of a

Always we shall remember,
We won’t let you fade away.

large crowd. Their
behaviour was superb and
we even had an email from

the gentleman who organised the service to say how
well they had done! By Mrs Metcalf

E-Safety

The internet is essential today for
education, business and
social
interaction. As children move up
through the school their access to
various types of technology increases
and it stands to reason that their
exploration and curiosity increases too.
As a result of this increase, children,
schools and parents all need to be
aware of various online risks.
For that reason, here at Whittington
Primary School, our children have
completed their computing E-safety
scheme of work on PurpleMash. We’ve
been learning about keeping safe online
using our SMART rules.
Your help is still needed to prevent
children
accessing
inappropriate
material at home by way of filters and
parental controls. Here are a few links
and resources to help you with your
child's safety at home.

A Day in the Life of a Duckling
When I walk through the school gate I am greeted by my teachers and friends! I put away my belongings and enjoy getting my
body and mind ready for the day by doing wake up shake up exercises! After having a dance, I sit down to say good morning to
my teachers. We sing our special days of the week song and talk about the date the weather and the season. The teachers show us
a timetable so I know exactly what I am doing during the day. Once we have gone through this, the teacher usually reads a story
or talks to us about something relating to our topic! This makes me excited and curious. I get to ask lots of questions, which helps
me learn.
After our topic input, we have free-choosing time inside and outside. This is where the magic happens. I become an artist, an
explorer, an inventor, a chef, a builder; I become anyone I wish to be, actively learning through meaningful and rich play
experiences. Our classroom and Early Years gardens are set up so that I can access open-ended resources
that motivate, challenge and inspire me. I am full of awe and wonder; I can lead my own learning, while
getting support from my teachers when I need it. Sometimes during free-choosing time I mix with my
friends in reception, which is great because I can explore their classrooms too! The reception children are a
bit older than me, so I learn a lot from them and get the opportunity to play with different people. All of the
playing can make me hungry, but luckily, we get to sit in a circle and enjoy some fresh fruit and milk. I
love this little break because I can sit and catch up with my friends before going back to play!
Before lunchtime we do phonics! Sometimes we go on listening walks, where we explore environmental
sounds. We also learn new letters and think about different words that start with the sounds. We sing lots of
nursery rhymes and songs too! At lunchtime I get to sit in the hall with my friends and eat my dinner. Once I have finished I go
for a play in the playground with nursery, reception and KS1, which is lovely as I have lots of friends to play with.
When we come in from our play we say good afternoon to our teachers and do some yoga or mindfulness exercises, this helps me
feel happy and relaxed. We then do some maths and sing different counting songs. Sometimes we go on number and shape hunts,
which are really fun. After, we go back to free choosing inside and outside again. Just before home time we get cosy and listen to
a lovely story. We then sit in a circle and reflect on the day and think about all of the wonderful things we have felt and learnt.
After a magnificent day full of endless adventures, I get my things from my peg and go home to my family!
On Monday’s I do Forest School, where I connect with nature, by carefully observing my
surroundings and taking risks, which helps build my resilience. I really love it when we have a
campfire! On Monday afternoon’s we do PE, where I learn lots of new skills like jumping,
completing obstacle courses, throwing and catching. We have also been lucky enough to go on some
trips, like a walk around the village, where we identified key features of Whittington. We also went
on a tractor ride around the village, which ended with us pumpkin picking at Sheepwash farm! More
recently we had our parents in for a Christmas Craft workshop, where we got to make different crafts
together and celebrate our achievements. The best thing about being a Duckling is coming to school
with my friends and having the freedom to flourish, make sense of the world around me and discover
who I am.

This year we are aiming to raise the profile of Sport and PE within school through a variety
of exciting activities and events. We have already had a new trim trail erected on the
school field which was developed with the Sports Council and has been a huge hit with the
children. Throughout the year, we will continue to look at different ways to improve our
outdoor areas.

Sports Premium
Each year the government grant Primary schools funding to aid with school sport and this
year we are using it to:
• Continue to improve the quality of PE lessons taught in school
• Offer all children the chance to take part in competitive sports within school
• Allow children to experience a wide range of sporting activities
• Increase the level of Active Learning across the rest of the curriculum.

Active 60
We are also working hard to ensure that we do our part to promote the government's
Active 60 initiative. It is recommended that children should have 60 minute of ‘Active’ time
a day, 30 minutes at school and a further 30 minutes at home. Through our development in
active learning, brain breaks and use of the Whittington Mile track we are helping your
children achieve the school recommendations.
Events
We have some exciting events coming in the new year including Whittington Mile
Challenges, a sponsored challenge week, house-competitions and Sports Week towards the
end of the school year. We are also purchasing some exciting new equipment to help
create a more inclusive PE curriculum and give children the chance to perfect a variety of
new sports such as Boccia and New Age Curling.
By Mrs Howfield

In Autumn 1 our learning curriculum in Year 1 and 2 has focused on the big question:
Who changed the world?
This has been divided into these weekly sessions:
WOW - Discovery of a lost explorer.
Week 1 - What is an explorer?
Week 2 - Who was the first the first man on the moon?
Week 3 - Who was the lady with the lamp?
Week 4 - Who took care of everybody?
Week 5 - Can everybody vote?
Week 6 - Can I sit here?
Reflection week - How do I want to change the world?

This half term we have looked at people who have changed the world. We started looking at what an
explorer is and read how Tom travelled to the arctic to save his dad. We also looked at Neil Armstrong and
how he became the first man on the moon and created our own moon buggies. In the third week we learnt
about Florence Nightingale and how she helped soldiers during the Crimean War by making hospitals
cleaner which meant less people became ill from their wounds. After, we looked at Mary Seacole who took
inspiration from Florence as she also set off into a battlefield using her own money and set up her own
hospital on the frontline. Together we investigated how she used medicinal herbs, learnt from her mother,
to treat the soldiers. Later, we explored who The Suffragettes were and what they accomplished for
women during the 1900’s. We learnt that how Emily Davidson stood up for women’s rights and we created
our own posters so we could help the cause. In the final week, we investigated who Rosa Parks was and
how she stood up for what was right and started a bus boycott.
Next half term we be focussing on Science and learning all about materials. We will be exploring
books such as ‘There’s no dragon in this book’ and ‘The last wolf’.
WOW Arrival of a new chair for goldilocks
Week 1
Week 2

What materials are the pig’s houses made from?
What material is best for the gingerbread man’s boat?

Week 3
Week 4

What is the quickest route to Grandma’s house?
How can Hansel and Gretel change the witches house?

Week 5

Reflection week—Design an umbrella for Goldilocks.

Week 6 and 7

Christmas activities

In Autumn 2 our learning curriculum in Year 1 and 2 has focused on the big question:

Which material is best?
This has been divided into these weekly sessions:
WOW - Arrival of a new chair for Goldilocks.
Week 1 - What materials are the pig’s houses made from?
Week 2 - What material is best for the gingerbread man’s boat?
Week 3 - What is the quickest route to route to Grandma's house?
Week 4 - How can Hansel and Gretel change the witches house?
Week 5 - Reflection week - Design an umbrella for Goldilocks.
Week 6 and 7 - Christmas activities

This half term we have looked at materials and their properties. We started by trying to make a new chair
for Goldilocks as she broke baby bears chair in their house. Using paper, glue and Sellotape, the children
tried to create a new chair. As imagined, the chairs were not strong enough as paper is not a good material
to use for chairs. We then set off to investigate which materials are better for certain roles. During our first
week, we recreated the three little pigs’ houses and tested if the materials used were strong enough. The
straw and wooden houses were blown down by our wolf but our brick houses stayed strong! Afterwards, we
read all about the gingerbread man’s escape and began to help build him a boat to get across the river. Using
some junk modelling, the children crafted their best waterproof boat and then we tested them to see if they
could float. Later, we needed to find the quickest route to Grandma’s house for Little Red Riding Hood so
she could beat the wolf. To do this, we investigated the best surface to travel on using a toy car and measured
how far the car travelled using a meter stick. In the fourth week, we read ‘Hansel and Gretel’ and explored
the characteristics of the sweets on her house. We tested for their stretchiness, bendiness and how strong
the sweets were. Additionally, we looked if a material is irreversible by seeing if we could change toast back
into bread and un-melt chocolate back to a solid! Finally, using all of our knowledge on materials that we
learnt this term, we created an umbrella using the correct materials.
Next half term we be focussing on History and learning all about how times have changed.
WOW A walk-through Whittington
Week 1: How has Whittington changed?
Week 2: What were Victorian schools like?
Week 3: Trip to Cannock Chase Museum
Week 4: What did Victorian children play with?
Week 5: Who was William Morris?
Week 6: What did Nanny and Grandad play with?
Week 7: What toys do we play with?
Week 8: Trip to Cannock Chase Museum

Harvest
Earlier this term the children in years 3 and 4 had the exciting opportunity to take part in a
fantastic Harvest assembly for their parents and families.
The theme of the Assembly was Harvest Hope, contrasting our plentiful harvest with the
plight of those in other parts of the world. We followed the story of Jack and his friends at
their Harvest fair where Jack was unable to resist eating things from the Harvest
Table! Most of the children realised how lucky they are to have plenty, whereas Jack was
only interested in feeding himself and having fun. After some persuading, Jack was able to
recognise that they need to think about helping others to help themselves.
The children worked incredibly hard getting ready for the big day and were proud to be
able to perform in front of their families. They sang beautifully and spoke their lines with
clarity and great confidence! Best of all they had lots of fun and learnt the important
meaning behind Harvest celebrations.
Huge thanks go out to all of the staff who worked with the children during their rehearsals,
and to the families in school who donated and incredible 763 meals to families in need,
supported by the Lichfield Food Bank. Thank you!

Y5/6 Books to support our curriculum.
Over the last term we have read some super books to support our topics of the Maya and the
Rainforest.
For our topic ‘Who were the Mayans?’ and ‘The Rainforest’ we read the book ‘The Explorer’ by
Katherine Rundell.
From this book the children produced some great pieces of writing
including:
Persuasive writing – should the children stay in the den
Factfiles about piranhas and caiman
Recounts
Writing a story
Letter home to their parents

‘It was a nice book and it had a good ending’ Ben y5
‘I liked the part when Fred found his dad and his dad gave him a
massive hug’ Sienna y5

The Year 6’s in Mrs Hargrove’s class also read ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom and wrote:
• A recount from the orangutans viewpoint
• A letter home from Michael's viewpoint
• A descriptive piece of writing

‘My favorite part was when Kensuke was looking after Michael when
he got stung by the jellyfish ’ Millie y6

‘I liked it when Michael was on the island and did lots of fun stuff with
Kensuke’ Reece y6

Jigsaw
Over the last year we have introduced our new PSHE/SRE curriculum. We are using the Jigsaw scheme of
work which over the year will cover 6 different learning pieces.
These areas are:
Being me in my world
Celebrating Differences
Dreams and Goals
Healthy Me
Relationships
Changing me

In each session the children have a warm up activity, calm me meditation, group discussions about our
theme and an activity to cover the learning objective.
As part of the 6 areas we teach the children to
•
•
•
•

Promote the spiritual, moral, social, cultural, mental and physical development of the children
Prepare children at school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.
Promote British values
Promote positive relationship and health education

The children said:
‘I think it’s fun, and I like that we can talk about lots of different things’ Ryan y5
‘I like it because it has a good name and I like the calm me time’ Sophie y3
‘We talk and I like doing things together!’ Jack y2

So far, we have covered the topics ‘Being
me in my world’ and ‘Celebrating
differences’ with some great discussions
through our topics

By Mrs Preston

Year 6—Whitemoor Lakes
A Poem by Lily
The weather forecast warned of a week of rain,
We came to enjoy ourselves all the same.
Welcome to wonderful Whitemoor Lakes,
We hope you have got what it takes.

From canoeing on water and climbing on walls,
We need to be determined and strong to avoid any falls.
Team Spud, Macaroni, Doughnuts and Fours,
We would need good food to stay on the course.

Bacon and sausage for breakfast was a lovely treat,
Keeping everyone fed wasn’t an easy feat.

Abseiling and archery filled our days,
The rain didn’t come so we enjoyed the rays.

More lovely food, chicken skewers and roast dinners,
After busy days, we all felt like winners.
Night walks before bed and zooming down zip wire,
But there was one thing that was even higher…

It would test our bravery to the highest tiers,

We would have to overcome our greatest fears.
The best part of all, a faithful leap so high,
A big thank you to everyone who helped us to try.

A Poem by Millie
At Whitemoor Lakes you can learn something new,
You could jump in a lake or ride a canoe.

Breakfast is served really early,
Let the teachers do your hair so it isn’t too curly!

One thing you must really not forget,
Is a spare change of clothes in case you get wet

Solving puzzles and playing a game,
Pick up your bow and take aim!

The leap of faith and all the zipwires,
On sunny evenings, you can have a campfire.

Blind folded on the night line, be careful not to fall,
On the adventure course, make sure you crawl.

Hot chocolate is at noon,
On the night walk you may see the moon.

Rooms are really cool, they have bunk beds,
At the end of the day, you can rest your heads.

New Starters to School.
It has been wonderful welcoming all our new Nursery and Reception
children and parents to the “Whittington Family” here at school. The
children have settled in beautifully and been busy in the first term
learning all about “Who loves me?” We learnt how to look after
ourselves, families, where we live and people who help us. We have been
exploring the village by walking around looking at the people and places
that help us. It was a lovely dry sunny day and the children were great
at listening and looking at the shops and facilities in the village. We also
learnt how to be good pedestrians and keep ourselves and others safe by
the roads.
We were also fortunate to learn why farmers
were so busy and the importance of harvest by going on Rob Gray’s famous
tractor rides. Farmer Rob picked us all up in his trailer and took us for a
wonderful adventure around Whittington and villages. We learnt about the
cows, what they ate and how we use their milk. We then went to the
fishing lakes for a funny, bumpy ride and a dip in the pond! We then saw
one of our new Dads in the tractor sowing wheat seeds in the field. We
ended our trip with a visit to Sheepwash Farm to pick a pumpkin! We had a
busy and lovely day and came back with arms full of pumpkins and corn on
the cobs. We think you’ll agree it’s been an exciting start to school.
After a well-deserved half term break the children returned to ask the Big
Question “Are you scared of the dark?” We started by learning all about light
and dark celebrations such as Bonfire night and
Diwali. We loved learning about this festival of light
and Nursery and Reception even had a “day in India!”
The children “flew” on “Whittington airlines” to
experience some of the culture making sure we were
all back for home time!
The children have also been learning about space by looking at stars, the
moon, planets and the sun. We have also learnt about nocturnal animals
and hibernation. Our Nursery Ducklings went on a Bear Hunt too!
We are now preparing for the magical time of Christmas. We have decorated a Christmas tree at the
Lichfield Cathedral festival. We have made natural
decorations during our Forest time sessions using
materials found in the school grounds. If you visit
the festival keep a look out for it! It has been a
busy but exciting term; we can’t wait for our next
learning adventure!
Happy Christmas everyone!
By Mrs Richardson

Reading News
It has been very exciting to see so many
people borrowing books from our new
reading shed. If you haven’t had a look
yet it is situated opposite the Nursery
garden at the front of school. It is filled
with baskets of both fiction and nonfiction books for all primary ages. Come
and have a look and if you like the look of
a book please take it and return when you
have finished with it.
* Donations of quality books are more
than welcome.

Reading Mentors
Some children in y6 have the responsibility of reading with the
younger children in school. It is an important role to have. We have
been delighted to witness their enthusiasm and dedication. Below are
a few pictures of our reading mentors in action.

In Autumn 1 our learning curriculum in Year 3 and 4 has focused on the big question:

Was Stone Age life like we see in the Flintstones?
This has been divided into these weekly sessions:
WOW STARTER Watch ‘The Flintstones’ and talk about how life in
The Stone Age is depicted.
Week 1

Was Bedrock a real place and when were the Flintstones alive?

Week 2

What kind of home would Fred and Wilma have lived in?

Week 3

How do we know how the Flintstones would have really lived?

Week 4

Where would the family have got their food from?

Week 5

What sort of jobs would Fred and Barney have done?

Week 6

Are there any buildings from the Flintstones time still around today?

This term we have been busy learning about Stone Age life in Britain. We began by
watching ‘The Flintstones and discussed whether we thought this was a true
reflection of life in the Stone Age. We worked to create a timeline to show the
Stone Age and looked at the different periods. We then found out where in the
world Stone Age people lived and how they came to settle in Britain. We looked at
the homes people lived in and considered the negatives and positives of each.
In week 3 we discovered the importance of cave art as historical evidence and
compared this to the work of graffiti artist Banksy. We studied the work ‘Peckham
Rock ‘by Banksy and created our own cave art inspired by this. In
week 4 we thought about how Stone Age people got their food. We talked about the
phrase Hunter-Gatherer, and we explored this further in our dance lessons. We looked at
the Stone Age diet and created our own meals.
Then we learnt all about Stone Age tools. We found out how they were made and what
they were used for. We had great fun making our own tools from sticks and stones.
Finally, we learnt all about Skara Brae and Stonehenge. We looked at how historians
believe the stones were transported, and then created our own Stonehenge models using biscuits!
In English we have used the book Stone Age boy to write dialogue, recounts and setting descriptions and
we up-levelled the text adding detail and improved vocabulary. The Moles and Rabbits also read ‘Stig of
the Dump’, a wonderful tale of Barney who finds a Stone Age boy living in a disused quarry. We wrote a
diary entry as the character, Barney, describing his first meeting with Stig.

In Autumn 2 our learning curriculum in Year 3 and 4 has
focused on the big question:

What is beneath my feet?
WOW Starter

Rock painting

Week 1

How are different rocks created? (Types of rock)

Week 2

Is my rock the same as your rock? (Grouping)

Week 3

What secrets are hidden within the rocks? (Fossils)

Week 4

What is soil?

Week 5

When does rock become art?

Reflection week: Create a large poster all about Rocks and Soils
We began our topic by painting rocks in our own
design. In week 1, we found out all about how rocks
are created. We found out about igneous, sedimentary and
metamorphic rock and learnt to identify them. In week 2, we looked at
the properties of different rocks and sorted them. During our
experiment we tested how strong each rock was and found out if they
were porous.
The secrets hidden in the rocks were fossils and as well as finding out all about how fossils
are formed, we learnt about Mary Anning, the famous fossil hunter.
We were able to work as a team to sort fossils and research which animal or creature had
made them. In art we studied the work of artist Henry Moore and used his art work as
inspiration to create our own clay sculptures.
As part of our reflection week, we visited A Field Study centre in Shropshire. In the first part
of our day, we tested and analysed rocks. In the afternoon session we had to solve the
mystery of the who stole the chocolate cake by taking and analysing soil samples in three
different areas to see which soil matched the muddy footprint left at the crime scene.
In English we have read the book ‘The Pebble In My Pocket’. It tells the fascinating journey
of how pebbles are made over millions of years. We wrote poetry and mapped and
described the journey the pebble made. We really loved the book, ‘Oliver and the Seawigs’.
In the story Oliver Crisp rescues his explorer parents from a living rock—Thurlstone the
wandering isle! We have written poetry, character descriptions and fabulous nonchronological reports about the mythical sea monkeys.

In school we are always looking for ways to promote and celebrate our school STAR values. The pupils
are loving our new designs that show our school values and these can be seen all around the school. We
have also just recently introduced stickers for those pupils who have demonstrated these values
throughout the day.
Each week two pupils are chosen from each class to be
awarded Star of the Week and will receive a badge to wear
for the week and a postcard to take home.

Teachers can also nominate pupils to receive a superstar
postcard from Mrs Leeson or Mrs Jakeman to be sent
home. These are for pupils who have been spotted
demonstrating the star values in a ‘Superstar’ way!

COMING SOON!.........
We would like to thank Denise de Borde
(@dendeebee.creates) who has come up
with the fantastic designs for all of our new
STAR branding.
The school council has also had their input
on a new design that Denise created for a
new restorative approach poster for all of
the children.
These posters are going to be displayed on
the playgrounds so that pupils can easily
recall our restorative questions if they need
to use them.

Introducing Mrs Welch…

Hello, I’m Mrs Welch a new teaching assistant providing
support in Reception in the mornings and one to one
support in Year 2 in the afternoons. I joined the school as
supply in May and applied for a full time position which I
was really excited to be offered.
I have a slightly unusual career path. I graduated
university in 2007 in a BSc in Geology as I really wanted to
dig up dinosaurs! Realising there weren’t many in the UK I embarked on a career in
museums and got a MA in Heritage Management. Initially working in a museum, I
then worked for many years in environmental education and leading school
children on fossil hunts. During this time, I got my Forest
School Leader qualification and I then moved into the private
daycare sector where I worked with the under 5s leading
them into the outdoors on many adventures. Having wanted
to work in a school environment for a while, I decided to
leave my job and get experience as a Teaching Assistant and
that led me to Whittington, and I haven’t looked back! I love
my job and enjoy every day with the children I work with.
When not at school I love spending time with my family. I
have a lovely husband , 8 year old son and two very silly dogs we love to go on
adventures in our campervan Percy and would spend
all our time at the beach if allowed. At home I love to
craft and can be often found in my shed melting glass
to make beads or playing with my new Cricut machine
making all sorts of things!
I am just at the start of my TA career but if it’s been as
good as the last 6 months I hope to be here for many
years to come!

Whittington Passport
at Whittington Primary School

In addition to teaching the Learning
Challenge Curriculum, Whittington Primary
School offers Enrichment Activities which
aim to develop
children's 'Life skills'
and foster a love of
learning.
Therefore, each year
group in school, with
the help of parents
and pupils, have
produced a range of
enrichment
opportunities for
pupils to participate in and enjoy during
their time at Whittington Primary School.
These activities are recorded in this passport which forms a memory book of
the pupils’ experiences. Activities include, visiting another country, bringing
up a chick and helping others through charity.

Our aim is to use the Whittington Passport to support
children to become well-informed individuals, and, in
turn, build on children's social capital. Children will be
given experiences and opportunities which allow
them to experience new things and develop their
ability to interact. Children will be able to articulate
their own interests, likes and dislikes.
Our Whittington Passport aims to help
support our children to be knowledgeable about a
wide range of cultures, to be comfortable discussing its value
and merits, and provide them with a vast array of experiences and
access to skill development. As teachers, we need to ensure that along with
teaching the content of the curriculum, we are enabling students to function
as well-informed individuals well after they leave school.
Through the Whittington Passport we want to provide opportunities which
engage children and develop their curiosity. We want children to ask
questions about and engage with the world around them. We aim to excite
pupils through providing plenty of opportunities to explore new activities;
teaching children about a wide variety of arts including literature and music;
prioritising school trips, visitors and international travel and providing plenty of
opportunities for questioning, curiosity and
creativity. As a community the activities were
developed to excite children and provide
them with opportunities that the whole
school community thought were important
for our children.
We believe that cultural capital is important. It is widely accepted that a
person’s level of cultural capital is a huge indicator of how well they are able
to succeed academically and engage in wider society. The Whittington
Passport works with the curriculum to provide children with the knowledge
and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. We will provide exposure
not only to culture but also to situations in which our children might not have
previous experiences which is of paramount
importance to their ongoing successes. Focus
is placed on personal development and how
children are to learn skills and realise talents,
develop character and resilience, and learn
about British values, diversity and mental
health & wellbeing, all of which are included
in the passport activities

In the first half term our 5/6 Learning Curriculum was focussed on discovering all about the
Maya civilisation. Our weekly questions allowed us to delve deeper into their lifestyles,
clothes, food, discoveries, beliefs and their calendar.
We began the topic by using atlases to locate where the Maya civilisation would have been
and what modern day countries are in those locations today. Then we moved onto
researching the lifestyle of the ancient Maya civilisation, looking at what their cities were
like, what their life was like and what games they liked to play. This was
accompanied with a time line where the children ordered the significant events from the
Ancient Maya existence. We wrote a report on the Maya discovery of chocolate, tasting
Cocoa nibs and learning about how they made their famous chocolate drink and how
chocolate featured heavily in their culture. Next, we learnt about the beliefs of Maya and
their Gods. For our question based on Maya food we had a brilliant food tasting afternoon,
tasting foods that were made from the ingredients of the Ancient Maya. This led to us to
create our Maya menus with some brilliant ideas on our Maya meals! We ended the topic
learning about the Maya mathematics system! Our Reflection week was a great time to
reflect on all of our learning about the Maya and the children produced some fantastic
double page spreads full of their knowledge.
In ICT we have explored Internet Safety and our PE has focussed on team games for Year 6
and Swimming for Year5. In Science we have been learning about classification of animals
and habitats.
We have also had the brilliant experience of Whitemoor Lakes which saw the children try
different challenges, work in a team and conquer some fears!
Well done to all of the
children in 5/6 for a brilliant
start to the year!

Wow, what a busy and fun second half term we have had learning all about the Rainforest! All of the work we
have done has been leading up to the children answering our ‘Big Question’: Would you like to live in
South America?
This topic has allowed us to develop and use our Geography, sculpting and musical skills as well as being
linked to the brilliant stories we have explored in English, The Explorer and Kensuke’s Kingdom. We began by
focussing on the location of Amazon rainforest, using maps and atlases to locate, label and discover where in
the world we would find it. Next, diving further into the rainforest, we began looking, in more detail, how the
rainforest is built up and what animals we would find within each layer. This lead nicely to us looking at how
animals have adapting to survive this climate and environment and then create our very own rainforest
animal complete with the necessary adaptations to survive! It was also important to look at how the logging
industry is destroying not only the beautiful rainforest but also the home of many animal and tribes.
During this topic, we also used our sculpting skills to create 3D tiles which we decorated with a rainforest
creature. Once we had planned and modelled our tile, we then needed to paint and evaluate them. One of
the highlights of this topic was our salsa drumming session where we were able to complete call and
responses and try out 6 different instruments. Together we learnt to play a fun salsa rhythm which could be
heard and enjoyed throughout the school!
In other areas we have been improving a key skill in ICT by completing touch typing work, in PE year 6 have
done Yoga whilst Year 5 continued to swim. In RE we thought about Peace, which included thinking about our
Peaceful places and create our own Peace symbol and in PSHE we were celebrating difference.

Parking
Please park on Common Lane with
due consideration for other members
of the Whittington Community. If you
have any concerns about
inconsiderate parking, please
contact the police.

School Uniform
Please ensure that all uniform – including hats,
scarves, gloves and coats, are all labelled with your
child’s name.

Tues 4 January
Fri 7 January

INSET training day
Swimming sessions start again

Sat 15 January

Deadline for primary school applications into Reception 2022

Fri 21 January

9-12noon Y6 Puberty session
1.30-2.30pm Y5 Girls’ menstruation session

Thurs 27 January

Young Voices

Wed 9 February
Thurs 10 February

4-7pm Parents evening appointments
4-7pm Parents evening appointments

Thurs 17 February
Fri 18 February

Valentines disco evening
Children break up for half term
INSET training day

Mon 21 February to Half term week
Fri 25 February
Thurs 3 March

World Book Day

Mon 7 March

Scholastic Book Fayre starts

Thurs 17 March

7pm Spring Musical Evening

Fri 18 March

Red Nose Day

Thurs 24 March

3.30-4.30pm Work sharing evening – drop-in session

Fri 1 April

Chocolate Bingo evening

Fri 8 April

9.15am Nursery/Reception Easter assembly and Easter bonnet parade
Break up for Easter

Term Dates 2021/2022

Autumn Term 2021
Inset day:
Wednesday 1 September
Term Starts:
Thursday 2 September
Inset day:
Friday 22 October
Half Term:
Monday 25 October – Friday 29 October
Term ends:
Friday 17 December
Holiday:
Monday 20 December – Monday 3 January

Spring Term 2022
Inset day:
Tuesday 4 January
Term Starts:
Wednesday 5 January
Inset day:
Friday 18 February
Half Term:
Monday 21 February – Friday 25 February
Term ends:
Friday 8 April
Holiday:
Monday 11 April – Friday 22 April
Easter Sunday:
Sunday 17 April

Summer Term 2022
Term starts:
Monday 25 April
May Day Bank Holiday:
Monday 2 May
Half Term:
Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June
Inset day:
Monday 6 June
Term ends:
Thursday 21 July
Holiday:
Friday 22 July – Friday 2 September

A snap shot…

