[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of Parent Council Meeting
23rd May 2019

Present: Nichola Leeson, Nick Sale, Helen Fone, Sophie Skinner, Steve Mykos, Liz Wood, Priya Sundar, Meena Hoque
Apologies: Claire Turner

Welcome & Introductions
We were particularly delighted to welcome new parent reps, Steve Mykos and Priya Sundar.

Feedback from last meeting:
LW has spoken with Yvonne and the new menu design will be rolled out in September
Parents of new pupils joining in September will be informed at the forthcoming meetings of uniform options for all pupils, as mentioned last meeting.

Curriculum:
NS gave an informative and encouraging presentation about the new curriculum
NS gave a brief history of the oscillation between skills and knowledge focussed curricula under previous governments. Whittington Primary School bought a curriculum called Focus in 2014.
Amanda Spilman, who took over as head of Ofsted in 2017, ordered a review based on concerns about the narrowing of the curriculum. 
WPS is to keep the ‘Focus’ curriculum because its question-based approach suits our children. However, our curriculum review now means that teachers have more flexibility in how they deliver it. This means:
* It can be more fun for the children e.g. each topic starts with a ‘WOW’ stimulus to hook their interest
* Core skills e.g. literacy can be taught through the topic work, rather than separately.
* The children can be more engaged with their learning and have time at the end of each topic to reflect on what they have learnt.
* Topic length can vary, as can the mode of delivery. E.g. pupils might have a whole week art project rather than smaller sessions spread throughout the term, if this suits the topic and work.
* 30% of the curriculum can be linked to the immediate locality. The aim is to make greater use of local experts e.g. local artists, historians, geographers, parents and grandparents.

Although the new system means more work up front for teachers, it has resulted in significantly reduced pressure for documentation and gathering evidence of learning.
The new system has been running since Christmas and the feedback so far, from both teachers and pupils, has been positive.
Pupils can now study a ‘quality text’ in the morning directly linked to project work in the afternoon, rather than an unrelated piece of work.
Read Write Inc will change next year with a sole focus on phonics, allowing the reading and writing elements to be linked to their topic work.
The new curriculum is question-based. From September, the questions each class is investigating, and the knowledge mat for each topic (which details the minimum or background learning requirements for each topic) will all be available on the website. They will also be communicated directly to parents.
Alongside the new curriculum, periodic whole school writing weeks have the advantage of being able to study the progression of pupils’ work through the school.
The Y6 writing examples submitted by Whittington Primary to their new secondary schools are now selected by our staff, allowing pupils’ best work to be showcased.
Parking:
The Parish Council are in negotiations with the Highways agency with the possibility of double yellow lines between the bus stop and the crossroads being discussed. The Highways Agency are being consulted about the potential for a layby. NL will feedback after the next meeting with the Parish Council on the 2nd July.
NL has also spoken with the golf club about the possibility of using their car park. Although this is not an everyday option, they are open to the idea of its being used by school for special events, such as the fayre.

Grounds:
SS has met with Karen Richardson and the Eco-Council pupils and begun consultation on the development of play facilities around the playing field. KR to be invited to the next Parent Council meeting to give further information about the involvement of Balfour Beatty (HS2) and WFEG.

Extra-Curricular Activities:
Chess – now running at lunchtime
Wildlife Club – run by Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, during the Summer term for pupils Y3 and above
Dance / Yoga – One possible tutor has contacted NL, another has been proposed by CT. NL to contact both.
Art Club – SS and HF will start this after half term.

Next Meeting:
27th June 2019
Agenda to include:
Feedback from Karen Richardson about Grounds/Gardens
SATs
Transition of pupils to secondary/other school (NL to detail current system & communication)
