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Our Local Offer for Special Educational Needs and/or Disability






	How we identify and assess needs

	How will you know if my child or young person needs extra help? 

	At our school we use the definition for SEN and for disability from the SEND Code of Practice (2014) https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25 
This states: 
SEN: A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A learning difficulty or disability is a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others the same age. Special educational provision means educational or training provision that is additional to, or different from, that made generally for others of the same age in a mainstream setting in England.
Disability: many children and young people who have SEN may have a disability under the Equality Act 2010 – that is ‘a physical or mental impairment which has a long term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day to day activities.’ This definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing or long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer.

We know when pupils need extra help if:
 
· Concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers, the pupil’s previous school, or the pupil themselves, regarding level of progress and inclusion.
· Children are achieving below age-related expectations by the end of the year
· There is a marked change in a child’s behaviour or attitude
· The child is diagnosed by a health professional
· Tracking of outcomes indicate a slowing down compared to the child’s previous attainment
· Pupil observation indicates that they have additional needs in one of the four areas: Communication and interaction; Cognition and learning; Social, mental and emotional health; Sensory/physical

Initially the class teacher will monitor the child’s progress and provide additional support in the classroom. 
If the child doesn’t make adequate progress we will carry out further assessment, sometimes involving outside specialist agencies.
This assessment will then inform the first cycle of Assess, Plan, Do, Review (see below)


	What should I do if I think my child or young person needs extra help? 

	
Families are encouraged to contact the school as soon as they have concerns, and not just wait until parent-teacher consultation meetings, so that we can work together to ensure the needs of the child can be met as effectively as possible. In the first instance you should speak to your child’s class teacher. 
If you still have concerns that your child’s needs are not being managed or you want further support you should speak to the SENCo, Mrs Ann Boucke who can be contacted on the school number: 01543 432487 or by email: senco@whittington.staffs.sch.uk



	Where can I find the setting/school’s SEND policy and other related documents?

	
On the Whittington School website, you can find the policies under the Parents tab
https://www.whittington-school.co.uk/page/?title=Policies+and+Reports&pid=49
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	How will you teach and support my child or young person with SEND? 

	SEN support is only for a child who has been identified as having a special educational need and takes the form of a four-part cycle, 
[image: ]ASSESS - a child’s strengths and difficulties are identified. This may be through observation, formal and informal assessment, medical diagnosis
PLAN - the short-term outcomes we want the child to achieve are set as targets
DO - interventions and supports are put in place to help the child achieve their targets and to address the difficulties. We call this the provision.
REVIEW- outcomes are reviewed at the end of each cycle. These actions are then carried out, and revisited, refined and revised based on the child’s progress.
This is known as the ‘graduated approach’, identified in the SEN Code of Practice.                        https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
The class teacher is responsible for the support plans, but the process is overseen by the SENCo. The plans are shared and reviewed termly with the parent, and if appropriate, the child too. Sometimes the SENCo will be involved if further advice or support is needed.
If progress rates are still judged to be inadequate despite delivery of high-quality interventions, assessment and/or advice may be sought from external agencies regarding strategies to best meet the specific needs of a pupil. This will only be undertaken with parent consent. This may include referral to one or more of the following agencies – depending on the child’s need: 

1. Specialist support services including: Autism Inclusion Team, Hearing Impairment and Visual Impairment teams
2. Educational Psychology Service
3. Physical and Disability Support Service
4. Speech and Language Therapy
5. Occupational Therapy
6. Child and Young Persons Autism Service
7. Special Educational Needs Support Service (SENSS) –learning difficulties and behaviour support
8. Early Years Forum (Nursery only)
9. Educational Welfare Officers
10. Social Services
11. School Nurse
12. Action for Children
13. Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
14. Community Paediatrician
15. Family First Local Support 

There is only a very small percentage of pupils whose needs are significant and complex. If the special educational provision required to meet their needs cannot reasonably be provided from within the school’s own resources, a request will be made to the local authority to conduct an assessment of their education, health and care needs. Any request will be discussed and agreed with the parent. This may result in an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan being provided and a child may receive additional support to meet their needs. More information can be found on the Staffordshire Local Offer page.  https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0&lousertype=parents


	 How will the curriculum and learning environment be matched to my child or young person’s needs? 

	Many children have some kind of additional need but most needs can be addressed through ‘Quality First Teaching’. All teachers in our school are responsible for teaching children regardless of the child’s ability or need and excellent targeted classroom teaching is known as Quality First Teaching. All children, including those with a SEND will be working towards the same objective, but at different levels with modifications made to the plan and teaching of the lesson. This is called differentiation and it allows all children to access the same curriculum. 
Individual assessments may be undertaken in order to make an accurate summary of a child’s needs. These assessments also give us a baseline to work from. E.g. Phonics assessment, reading speed

Children will be provided with “reasonable adjustments” in order to increase their access to the taught curriculum and help them overcome any disadvantage. E.g.: enlarged texts, writing slopes, scaffolds for writing

Possible additional actions to increase the rate of progress will then be identified and recorded. This may mean support in a smaller group or some 1:1, it may include different strategies or resources. E.g. precision teaching, a special spelling program

Additional support may be provided by the class teacher and/or a teaching assistant. E.g. Daily reading, Focused support in maths

If review of the action taken indicates that “additional to and different from” support will be required, then the views of all involved including the parents and the pupil will be obtained and appropriate interventions are identified, recorded and implemented by the class teacher with advice from the SENCo. See the graduated approach above.

Formal tests: Any child identified as having a special educational need or disability will receive support to access formal tests. Some pupils with specific needs may need additional arrangements so they can take part in end of key stage tests. We follow the guidance from the standards and testing agency https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/standards-and-testing-agency. Types of support include, but are not limited to: early opening of test packs, to adapt test papers; additional time to complete the tests; the use of scribes, word processors or other technical or electronic aids; readers; the use of prompts and rest breaks.

	How resources are allocated to meet children or young people’s needs? 

	Each child at SEN Support can be allocated by the school up to £6,000 per child to support their Special Educational Needs. This is known as the SEND Notional Budget. This might be used by the school to provide adaptations to the curriculum, in-class support, targeted intervention or appropriate resources. When a child has an EHCP, the LA takes that £6,000 as a contribution towards the cost of the EHCP.

Where the cost of the SEN provision is greater that the allocated £6,000, the LA becomes responsible for providing ‘top-up’ funding. The amount of ‘top-up’ funding is based on the level of support required to achieve the outcomes detailed in the EHCP. The school has to apply for this funding demonstrating that the pupil meets the relevant criteria.

The school meets pupils’ Special Educational Needs in a variety of ways:
· Through the cycle of Assess, Plan, Do, Review
· By providing specialised resources and equipment
· Through in-class support
· Through targeted intervention (individually or in small groups)
· Through 1:1 support (as identified in the EHCP)
Individual Pupil Premium payments are also used to support pupil’s learning.

	How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child or young person will receive? Who will make the decision and on what basis?

	The decision-making process relating to the level of support provided, is linked to the cycle of Assess, Plan, Do, Review which involves the SENCo, Class Teacher, Teaching Assistant the pupil and parents. The progress of the individual pupils towards their targets will indicate if the current level of support is appropriate. Where the support is shown to have little impact on progress, the stakeholders, including parents, will make decisions about whether to change or increase the support provided.

	How will equipment and facilities to support children and young people with SEND be secured?   

	There are a range of resources available to support pupils with SEN including:
· Specialised equipment, such as writing slopes, pencil grips
· Specialised furniture
· Equipment to support sensory needs, such as wobble stools and cushions
· Highly-skilled staff
If required, the school is able to use the SEN Notional Budget to purchase additional resources to support learning.

	How will you and I know how my child or young person is doing? 

	For all children - Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher. Your child’s progress is reviewed formally every term and an assessment is made in reading, writing, mathematics and science in relation to the National Standards. 
In nursery and reception children are continually assessed on the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. We use the non-statutory documents; ‘Development Matters’.

Pupils’ attainment is tracked using the whole school tracking system. Any child who is failing to make expected levels of progress is identified very quickly and will be discussed in pupil progress meetings that are undertaken between the class teacher and a member of the senior leadership team. Intervention plans, alongside Assess, Plan, Do, Review plans, are devised to show the action and intervention that will be taken to support progress. 

At the end of each key stage (i.e. at the end of year 2 and year 6) all children are required to be formally assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). This is something the government requires all schools to do and are the results that are published nationally. 
In Year 1 all children take a statutory phonic assessment and in Year 4 all children will take a statutory multiplication test.
You will be able to discuss your child’s progress at the two parents’ evenings held each school year. At these meetings, we share progress and next steps in learning. You will also be invited to drop ins where you can view your child’s learning in their books.

At the end of the summer term, your child will receive their annual report, which will detail the progress they have made and their achievement against national age-related expectations. Staff are always available to discuss this report with parents or carers. 
 
Children with SEND - children identified as needing further provision, beyond that made by reasonable adjustments and differentiation, an Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle will be put in place. The child’s areas of need are assessed, targets are set and a support plan is put in place to address these needs. Parents are encouraged to be involved in this progress and will be invited to review meetings to discuss the assessments, suggested provision and targets, along with the review of outcomes and next steps. This process is also likely to include suggestions for supporting your child at home. A close collaboration between parents and school is of the upmost importance to support children’s learning.

Education and Health Care plans are formally reviewed at an Annual Meeting (six-monthly for children under 5). You will be invited to share your views with all parties involved with your child’s education plan. 

If you have any concerns at any time during the year, you can arrange a meeting with the class teacher after school. 
 Appointments to discuss your child’s SEND can also be arranged with the SENCO, Ann Boucke.




	How will you help me to support their learning?

	Teachers suggest ways of supporting all children’s learning through the website. The class teacher may suggest additional ways of supporting your child’s learning through a note in the reading record, at parents’ evenings or by arranging a meeting with you. 
All children are provided with access to the following websites which they can use to enhance their learning across a range of subjects:
· Times Table Rockstars
· Purple Mash
· Discovery Education Espresso
· Active Learn Primary

The SENCO, Mrs Ann Boucke, may meet with you to discuss how to support your child. This would normally follow on from when a child has been assessed as requiring further support or there are concerns over a child’s social or emotional needs. She can also signpost you to other support networks or agencies.

Outside agencies may also suggest advice or programmes of study that can be used at home, or courses that parents can attend.


	How do we consult with and involve children and young people with SEND in planning and reviewing their education?

	All children are given regular feedback either verbally or through the marking of their written work. 
Some children have specific targets that they can plot their progress against, e.g. learning to read high frequency words, times tables knowledge.
Where appropriate, support plans are shared with children 


	How do you assess and evaluate the effectiveness of provision for children and young people with SEND? 

	We measure the impact of support via the SEND review process and attainment tracking
From Autumn 2022, Questionnaires are being given to children and parents of children with SEND so that we can gather views to improve provision and strengthen the home-school partnership




	
Keeping students safe and supporting their wellbeing

	How do you ensure that my child or young person stays safe outside of the classroom? 

	Class teachers and Teaching Assistants are fully aware of start and end of day arrangements for each pupil. Any changes to these arrangements are communicated.

Those children requiring additional support during lunchtimes are able to attend lunchtime club which provides a range of play/fun activities, facilitated by highly-skilled members of staff.

Ensuring pupil safety and well-being is a key priority within school, in the outdoor areas and when on school trips and residential visits. Comprehensive risk assessments are completed to minimise any potential risks. These are updated at least annually, or as required when any changes occur. 


	What pastoral support is available to support my child or young person’s overall social and emotional development and well-being? 

	In order to support the social, emotional and well-being needs of pupils, we offer a range of pastoral support including:
· Malachi (counselling service)
· Worry Warriors
· Lunchtime Clubs
· PSHE curriculum (Jigsaw)
· Learning mentors (reading mentors, times table mentors and playground buddies)
· Activities through the Service Pupils Co-ordinator
· ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) to be introduced later this year
In addition, pupils with SEND will have specific provision as identified with their EHCP or Assess, Plan, Do, Review plan.
Throughout school, but specifically in Early Years, children are supported to make friends. Early on in their schooling, they are taught the specific skills of turn taking, sharing, interacting positively and listening to others. Our school approach to behaviour is based on the restorative approach of securing and maintaining relationships with others. 

Our Year 6 pupils are actively involved in mentoring and buddy schemes to support the younger children. Following specific training and training in the restorative approach, they can become:
· Reading mentors
· Times table mentors
· Playground buddies

Success, Teamwork, Attitude and Responsibility (STAR qualities) are the key values that run throughout the school. These qualities inform the behaviour expectations and are promoted and celebrated in class, in assemblies and through STAR of the week certificates and Superstar postcards from the Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher. When demonstrating these qualities, our children will also develop their self-esteem and confidence. 


	How will you manage my child or young person’s medicine or personal care needs?

	The administration of medicines is managed through our First Aid and Medicine Policy and Procedure.
Toileting is managed through our Intimate Care Policy, in consultation with parents (and medical professionals if required).
Where children require additional support with eating, this is managed in consultation with parents and 1:1 support staff.

A range of staff have first aid training and paediatric first aid training however, in a medical emergency, the school will:
· Call parents and contact the GP
· Call 111 for further advice
· Or, call 999 if required

If a pupil has a medical need, the School Nurse (or another medical professional) in liaison with parents, will support the school in drawing up a Care Plan. Training of key staff, or all staff, will be provided if required to meet the medical needs and care needs of the pupil. 


	What support is there for behaviour, avoiding exclusions and increasing attendance?

	The school uses a restorative approach to behaviour as outlined our Relationships and Behaviour Policy. Staff are trained in this approach and use it to support children to restore and repair relationships. Behaviour is dealt with positively with a restorative conversation. Success, Teamwork, Attitude and Responsibility are the qualities or golden threads which support the school expectations for behaviour.

Exclusions are a last resort and are only used in exceptional circumstances and after everything else has proved ineffective. 


	How do you support children who are looked after by the local authority and have SEND?

	All children looked after by Staffordshire have their education monitored and supported by the Virtual School. We work closely with the Virtual School and 
ensure that children have effective Personal Education Plans (PEPs) in place, meeting regularly with social workers and foster carers. The virtual school provide training and resources where necessary to support LAC.
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	[bookmark: _Hlk63339144]Who is involved in my child’s education?

	Your child’s class teacher is responsible for planning and monitoring your child’s learning on a daily basis, and can be contacted by email or through the school office. The SENCo oversees any SEN provision and liaises with the class teachers to offer support and advice. 
Depending on your child’s need, your child may receive support from a teaching support assistant, who is directed by the class teacher. Sometimes a child receives support from an outside professional, e.g. a speech and langauge therapist, Autism Inclusion worker. Your consent will be sought for anyone outside of school to work with your child.
All additional support is documented on a child’s support plan. 

	How do you ensure that the SEND information about a child is shared and understood by teachers and all relevant staff?

	Support plans are written by the class teacher but with guidance from the SENCo. They are then shared with parents and all relevant staff in school.
Some members of staff are given SEN information on a need to know basis, and may not see the support plan. E.g. lunchtime supervisors knowing which children have social communication difficulties. 


	What expertise do you have in relation to SEND? 

	All teaching staff bring with them their own experience and expertise, but also participate in training provided by the school. In the most recent years this has included: Autism awareness; Understanding Autism in girls; Sensory differences; Emotion coaching; Supporting children with attachment difficulties.

Individual members of staff have also received training in order to help them provide for children with specific SEN. This has included precision teaching, Pathological Demand Avoidance, bespoke speech and language programmes, facilitating social skills groups, Nurture and play therapy.

	Which other services do you access to provide for and support pupils and students with SEND (including health, therapy and social care services)? 

	We access the following services
1.	Specialist support services including: Autism Inclusion Team, Hearing Impairment and Visual Impairment teams
2.	Educational Psychology Service
3.	Physical and Disability Support Service
4.	Speech and Language Therapy
5.	Occupational Therapy
6.	Child and Young Persons Autism Service
7.	Special Educational Needs Support Service (SENSS) –learning difficulties and behaviour support
8.	Early Years Forum (Nursery only)
9.	Educational Welfare Officers
10.	Social Services
11.	School Nurse
12.	Action for Children
13.	Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
14.	Community Paediatrician
15.	Malachi Family Support Service

	Who would be my first point of contact if I want to discuss something?

	Your child’s class teacher. You can contact them by email or through the school office, 01543 432487

	Who is the SEN Coordinator and how can I contact them?

	The SENCo is Ann Boucke and can be contacted at senco@whittington.staffs.sch.uk or through the school office, 01543 432487


	What roles do your governors have? And what does the SEN governor do?

	Within school there is a link Governor role for SEN and Looked after Children. This Link Governor attends regular meetings with the SENCo and attends school on a termly basis to monitor SEN and LAC provision within school. They then feedback this information to other Governors in their termly Link Governor Report. This is discussed and minuted at Full Governing Body meetings. 

	How will my child or young person be supported to have a voice in school? 

	If appropriate, there will be Teacher-pupil conversations at review meetings. We also have a school council and some children have opportunities to speak with the Head Teacher during ‘Tea with me’. Pupils views are also sought through questionnaires.


	What opportunities are there for parents to become involved in the setting/school/college and/or to become governors?

	Whenever there is a parent Governor vacancy on the Governing Body, parents are able to put themselves forward for election. 


	What help and support is available for my family through the setting? 

	Families can access support through Malachi specialist family support and outreach service. Malachi work with the whole family, delivering the service in the family home or in school. Examples of support may include parenting skills, emotional well-being and building healthy relationships. You can find out more on the Staffordshire Connects site, or following this link https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/service.page?id=TBlEkodgx0k






	Inclusion & Accessibility

	How will my child or young person be included in activities outside the classroom, including trips? 

	All children, regardless of need, can access school trips and extra-curricular activities. We will work with parents to overcome any difficulties that a child may face going on a residential trip and make alternative arrangements where possible.
Financial support for enrichment opportunities is provided, through our Pupil Premium Spending Plan) to Service Pupils, Pupil Premium and Looked After Children. Any further support is at the discretion of the Headteacher. 


	How accessible is the setting’s environment?

	
Is the building wheelchair accessible?
Fully Accessible                           ☐
Partially Accessible                     ☒
Not Accessible		            ☐Details: Further work is taking place in October to improve wheelchair accessibility. Facilities we have at present include: single level accommodation, ramps into parts of the school. Double doors in some parts of the building.


Are disabled changing facilities available?    Yes  ☒
                                                                               No  ☐
Details:  In the disabled toilet



Are disabled toilet facilities available?    Yes  ☒
                                                                        No   ☐
  

Do you have parking areas for pick-up and drop-offs?   Yes  ☒
                                                                                                   No  ☐Details: There is one disabled space in the carpark






	-
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	Who should I contact about my child or young person joining your setting?

	You can contact the school secretary, Mrs Williams, by visiting the school or on 01543 432487. You will also find our admissions policy on the website    https://www.whittington-school.co.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=75

	How can parents arrange a visit to your setting, school or college? What is involved?

	Visits can be arranged by contacting the school office, 01543 432487 or admin2@whittington.staffs.sch.uk


	How will you prepare and support my child or young person to join your setting?  How will you support them to move on to the next stage, or move on to adult life (as applicable for setting)? 

	Whittington Community Primary school understands what a stressful time moving schools can be therefore many strategies are in place to enable the pupil’s transition to be as smooth as possible. These include:

On entry into Foundation Stage:
• A planned programme of visits in the summer term for pupils starting in Reception or Nursery in September including “Play and Stay” visits with parents/carers and a visit to their new class (without parent/ carer).
• Parent/carers are invited to a meeting at the school so that they know what to expect and are encouraged to ask questions or raise concerns.
• Our Foundation Stage team attempt to visit all children in their pre-school setting. Where concerns are raised the Early Years Lead, Mrs Karen Richardson, may visit the setting and a meeting with parents to discuss any issues could be arranged. In some circumstances, individual arrangements may be made for starting school - such as shorter hours.
In year transfers:
An initial visit to the school can be made via the school office and parents and pupils are shown round the school. We have a mobility policy to help pupils and their families settle into our school community. This is particularly important because of our close connection with the Service community based at DMS Whittington.
The class teacher is always willing to meet parents/carers prior to the child moving to their class.
Secondary transition.
• Our Year 6 teachers meet with the staff from secondary schools. 
• Our SENCo liaises with the SENCos from the secondary schools to pass on information regarding SEN pupils.
• Children attend transition days particular to the school they are going to.
Children with additional needs may be offered extra transition days if it is felt that they would benefit from extra opportunities to familiarise themselves with their new school.
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	What other support services are there who might help me and my family?

	
SENDIASS - Staffordshire Family Partnership.
They offer accurate, up to date and impartial information about the law on special educational needs and disabilities: Education, health and social care; National and local policy; The Local Offer; Your rights and choices; Where you can find help and advice; How you can access this support; Help when things go wrong.
Tel 01785 356921 or 07891 599 662    E-mail: sfps@staffordshire.gov.uk           https://www.staffs-iass.org/home.aspx
 

	When was the above information updated, and when will it be reviewed?

	September 2022, to be reviewed September 2023


	Where can I find Staffordshire’s Local Offer?

	Staffordshire’s SEND Local Offer can be found at www.staffordshireconnects.info  https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0


	What can I do if I am not happy with a decision or what is happening?

	You are invited to contact the Head Teacher, Mrs Leeson, to discuss your concerns. Our complaints procedure can be found on the school website: 
https://www.whittington-school.co.uk/page/?title=Complaints+Procedure&pid=54
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