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Which material is best? 
 



Week 1 Which pig made the best house and why?  
In Maths Year 2 will be looking at numbers to 20, counting objects to 100 and recognising 10s and 1s. Year 1 are sorting 
and counting objects of different amount from a larger group.  
In English Squirrel class will be compare and write character descriptions of the three little pigs and the wolf. The Shrews 
will plan and writing a short piece of writing inspired by the poem ‘I didn’t ride a tiger’ to begin their year. For 
punctuation, the Shrews will focus on using capital letters for proper nouns and personal pronouns. Hedgehogs will read 
the book Perfectly Norman. They will describe their own unique abilities. 
In Creative Learning Which pig made the best house and why? We will explore the properties of different materials. 
In RE What is Islam? We will be learning about the artefacts, people and places liked to Islam 

Week 2 What can we find inside the Giant’s castle?  
In Maths Year 2 will be using place value charts, and learning to partition numbers up to 100. Year 1 are recognising 
numbers as words and counting on from any number with 10 or 20.  
In English We will read The Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Book by Lucy Rowland. Squirrel class will be looking at 
rhyming within story and making up some of our own. Hedgehogs will be describing the homes of the little pigs and 
write a wanted poster for the wolf. The Shrews will also read The Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Book, creating 
character descriptions of the pigs and the wolf using similes and impressive adjectives. The shrews will also revisit the 
importance of using full stops to punctuate their sentences correctly. 
In Creative Learning What can we find inside the Giant’s castle? We will identify objects and the materials they are 
made from.  
In PSHE this week children will start their new unit ‘Being Me in My World’. The children will identify some hopes and 
fears for this year and recognise when they feel worried. 
In RE Who is Allah? We will find out who Allah is and why he is important to Muslims.  
In ICT the children will discuss and create a definition of technology, finding examples of technology within the 
classroom. 
In PE the children will begin their ‘Once Upon a Time’ dance unit. This week they will focus on the traditional tale Jack 
and the Beanstalk. They will duet to create a sequence of Jack running away from the giant. 
In Music the children will complete a baseline quiz before finding the rhythm and appraising Music is my soul. 

Week 3 Which material is best for the Gingerbread man’s boat?   
In Maths Year 2 will be writing numbers to 100 in words and learning to flexibly partition numbers. Year 1 will be doing 1 
more and 1 fewer.   



In English Squirrel class will be writing their own versions of The Three Little Pigs. Hedgehogs will plan and write an 
alternative ending to the book. The Shrews Grammar focus will be conjunctions this week and they will create speech 
between Ben, the protagonist, and the three pigs who are up to mischief.  
In Creative Learning Which material is best for the Gingerbread’s man boat? We will explore the suitability of different 
materials including do they float and are they waterproof.  
In PSHE this week the children will understand the rights and responsibilities for being a member of their class and 
school. 
In RE Who is the Prophet Muhammad? We will find out who Muhammad (pbuh) is and why he is important to Muslims. 
In ICT the children will identify examples of computers and explain their many different uses.  
In PE this week the children will focus on the traditional tale Little Red Riding Hood. The children will explore different 
movements to accompany the words spin, skip, sway and stretch.  
In Music the children will learn the lyrics to Music is my soul and improvise.  

Week 4 Which spoon is the best for eating porridge? 
In Maths Year 2 will continue to flexibly partition numbers. Year 1 will be counting back within 10. 
In English We will be reading Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Squirrel class will be finding out about instructions and 
recipes. Hedgehogs will write a character description for Goldilocks. The Shrews will continue to focus on the features of 
storytelling, planning and writing their own versions of The Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Book.  
In Creative Learning the children will explore which material makes the best spoon; they will need to think carefully 
about the material’s strength, safety and water repellence. 
In PSHE children will listen to other people and contribute their own ideas about rewards and consequences.  
In RE How did Islam begin? We will find out about the founding of the Islam faith.  
In ICT the children will discuss and categorise the wider uses of IT, such as barcodes, chip and pin. 
In PE the children will focus on the traditional tale The Three Little Pigs. The children will work in groups of 5 to create 
the 3 houses and the wolf. 
In Music the children will improvise and explore the duration of notes, and appraise Hey friends! 

Week 5 Can we sort materials?  
In Maths Year 2 will be recalling bonds to 10, finding fact families and finding related facts. Year 1 will be Compare 
groups by matching. 
In English We will continue use Goldilocks and the three bears to inspire our writing.  Squirrel and Hedgehog class will be 
writing their own instructions and recipes for perfect porridge. The Shrews will begin reading Goldilocks and the Three 



Bears and will learn about the features of letters, focusing on their layout and language used. They will also explore the 
use of commas in a list. 
In Creative Learning the children will sort and categorise which materials would be found in each fairy tale house, 
explaining why some materials are suitable in some locations, but not others based on their physical properties.  
In PSHE this week children discuss how to help make their class a safe and fair space. 
In RE What are the five pillars of Islam? We will find out about the five main principles of the Islamic faith.  
In ICT the children will demonstrate how technology can be used together. 
In PE this week we will focus on the traditional tale The Enormous Turnip. The children will do solo improvisation pulling 
up the turnip. Then in groups develop a celebration dance. 
In Music the children will learn to sing and play Hey friend, including their improvisations. 

Week 6 Can we make a crash helmet for Humpty Dumpty?  
In Maths Year 2 will find bonds to 100 in 10s, add and subtract 1s and add by making 10. Year 1 will be learning to use 
the terms less than, greater than, equal to and the related symbols.  
In English, Squirrel class will begin reading Hansel and Gretel and explore the settings. Continuing Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears, the Shrews and hedgehogs will write a letter as Goldilocks apologising to the three bears for entering their 
home, using their furniture and eating their porridge. The shrews will also explore word classes this week.  
In Creative Learning the children will design a crash helmet for Humpty Dumpty so that he doesn’t have to keep being 
put together again using their knowledge about materials. They will investigate the effectiveness of different materials 
then share their findings.  
In PSHE this week the children will understand how following the learning charter will help them and others to learn. 
In RE How do Muslims celebrate the prophet Mohammad’s birthday? We will explore Islamic celebrations.  
In ICT the children will revisit how to log on, use a mouse and create an image using paintz.app. 
In PE this week we will focus on the traditional tale Rumpelstiltskin. The children will think of movements to portray how 
cross they are that the princess found out their name. 
In Music the children will learn hello, which features lots of different languages.  

Week 7 Can Hansel and Gretel change the Witch’s house?  
In Maths Year 2 will add and subtract across 10. Year 1 will be ordering and comparing numbers.  
In English children will read the book, ‘Hansel and Gretel’ by Bethan Woollvin. Squirrel class will make up their own 
stories inspired by Hnasel and Gretel. The Hedgehogs and Shrews will explore setting descriptions this week, focusing on 
the use of expanded noun phrases, and writing a description of the witch’ house.  



In Creative Learning the children will learning how some materials can change shape by squashing, bending, twisting 
and stretching them. They will test how different materials which are part of the witch’s house in Hansel and Gretel 
change. 
In PSHE this week the children will recognise the choices they make and understand the consequences.  
In RE What have we learnt about Islam? We share our learning with others.  
In ICT the children will discuss and explore how a keyboard is used, using the arrows to move the cursor. 
In PE this week the children will focus on the traditional tale The Ugly Duckling. They will work in groups of 5 to create 
either sad movements for the ugly duckling or jerky/jumpy movements for the other ducks. 
In Music the children will create musical instrumentals to accompany the song. 

Week 8 Can everyday materials be used as art?  
In Maths Year 2 children will subtract a 1 digit number from a 2 digit number. Year 1 will be using number line to solve 
counting on and back problems.  
In English as part of the ‘free write’ sessions, the Squirrels, Hedgehogs and Shrews will read ‘There’s No Dragon in This 
Story’ by Lou Carter and then then write creatively about dragons in whichever way they want to. 
In Creative Learning this week we will have an art focus. The children will discover the artist Pablo Picasso. They will look 
at his collage work. They then will investigate collage and then create their own collage of a fairy tale scene.  
In ICT the children will summarise and celebrate what they have learnt this half term, completing a technology quiz. 
In Music the children will perform their renditions of Hello. 

Half term 

 


