
 

April 2025 

Spring Term 2  - April 2025 

ω A Celebration of Musical Talents 

ω Military Kids Club 

ω Recorder Festival 

ω OPAL Update 

ω Year 1 and 2 Twycross Zoo Trip 

ω Year 3 and 4 Tamworth Castle Trip  

ω Year 6 France Trip 2025 

ω Parent Fundraising for PANS PANDAS UK  - Jersey Walk 

ω Whittington PE Update 

ω PTA Crafternoon  

ω Thankyou! 



A Celebration of Musical Talents 

Our Spring Musical Evening was held on Tuesday 1st April with our musicians, choir and 

recorder group from across KS2. It was exciting to see such a range of instruments including the 

French horn, cello, violin, guitars, flutes and clarinets.  

The evening, hosted by our two Year 5 comperes, got off to a wonderful start with a 

performance by the school orchestra.  There followed a range of performances from soloists, 

duets and groups of musicians.  

Our choir performed ΨNaughtyΩ from Matilda the Musical and the recorder group played pieces 

from the recorder festival that they were also going to perform in on the following day. 

Having held the Spring Musical Evening for a number of years now, it is truly incredible to see 

the progress that our children make on their musical journey ς from those that are just learning 

an instrument and were performing for the very first time, to those who are continuing to work 

their way through their music grades and are now quite accomplished performers.  Such 

amazing talents; well done to you all! 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Military Kids Club 

Being only short walk away from the barracks, we are proud to have a number of service 

children attending our school. We recognise that being a part of a military family can pose 

unique challenges. To provide the children with connections and support, MKC (Military Kids 

Club) is run once a week by Year 3 Teacher Mrs. Checkland and Community Development 

Worker, Molly Nash.   

MKC is a safe place set up to give a voice to children who have one or more family members in 

the services. ItΩs a chance for them to share their experiences, support each other and come 

together to celebrate their strengths.  

Activities are child-led and self-directed, allowing the children to take part in a range of arts and 

crafts, board games, imaginative play and relaxed social time.  

We couldn't be prouder of our service children! 

  

To find out more about how we support our service children, you can find our pupil premium 

strategy statement in the policies and reports section of our website.  

https://www.whittington-school.co.uk/page/?title=Pupil+Premium&pid=52 

 

https://www.whittington-school.co.uk/page/?title=Pupil+Premium&pid=52


Recorder Festival 

On the 3rd April our school recorder group took part in the Staffordshire recorder festival with 

pupils from other local schools. 

  

Throughout the morning the pupils had to show their skills and play the songs that they had 

been practising over the past few months.  

  

The pupils then got the chance to show what they had learnt to their parents during the 

afternoon concert. 

  

The pupils did themselves proud and everyone enjoyed the experience of performing live! Well 

done all the performers.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

OPAL IS OFFICIAL OPEN! 

  

We have now opened OPAL to the pupils and their lunchtime adventures can begin!  

  



Over the past couple of months volunteers and staff have been using their skills to create 

different zones for the children to explore. They can now play with all their friends from across 

all the key stages in zones such as: The digging Zone, the pirate ship, the mud café, the potion 

station and much, much more. 

  

 A massive thank you goes to everyone involved as it has well and truly been a team effort. A 

special mention goes to Natalie Aucote whose imagination has turned pallets and simple 

resources in to places of wonder! 

  

Feedback has already been really positive and the pupils are excited for whatΩs to come. 

  

Please visit our website to see more pictures. 

Whittington Primary School - OPAL - Outdoor Play And Learning Programme 

 

The children will be outside in all weather so please ensure to send your children in with some 

waterproofs, wellies, spare clothes, sun cream and a hat for the warmer weather. - All labelled 

please! 

 

https://www.whittington-school.co.uk/page/?title=OPAL+-+Outdoor+Play+And+Learning+Programme&pid=357


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 1 and 2 Twycross Zoo Trip 

This term, Year 1 and 2 have been diving into their exciting science topic about animals, with a 

special focus on those that live in Africa. To bring their learning to life, the classes embarked on 

an unforgettable school trip to Twycross Zoo! 

  

At the zoo, the children had the chance to see some incredible animals up close, including 

meerkats, penguins, gibbons, giraffes, rhinos, and gorillas! We even got to walk underneath the 

tiger sitting on top of the glass tunnel. It was a fantastic opportunity for the children to observe 

these animals in their habitats and understand more about their behaviours. 

  

The day also included an engaging African animal workshop, where the children learned about 

the most suitable habitats for zebras, helping them connect their classroom learning to real-

world environments. 

  

One of the highlights of the trip was a visit to the Gruffalo Discovery Land, where the children 

explored the magical world of this beloved character. It was the perfect way to end a fun-filled 

day! 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 3 and 4 Trip to Tamworth Castle 

As part of their topic studies on the Anglo Saxons, Years 3 and 4 enjoyed an engaging and 

educational day at Tamworth Castle. The trip offered an immersive experience that allowed the 

children to step back in time and explore over 900 years of history. 

The children wandered through the historic chambers and hallways of Tamworth Castle, gaining 

an understanding of how different groups such as the Saxons, Normans, Tudors, and Victorians 

lived in the castle over the centuries. The children were particularly excited to dress up and role-

play in the various rooms, experiencing history first hand. A highlight was viewing real artefacts 

from the Staffordshire Hoard, some of which had not been seen before. 

The adventure continued as the group bravely walked the castle turrets and climbed the tower. 

The clear day provided a breath-taking view over Tamworth, prompting enthusiastic cries of "I 

can see the Snowdome!" 

The day included two engaging workshops. The first focused on archaeology, where students 

learned about how archaeologists uncover information about the past. They had the chance to 

examine authentic items such as drinking horns, Saxon jewellery, and pottery. In a hands-on 

sandbox activity, children excavated items including Saxon and Viking coins, brooches, animal 

bones, pottery, and even modern plastic pieces. Using their observation and analytical skills, 

they worked to identify the artefacts and determine their historical context. 

The second workshop took place in the castle's great hall, where students learned about the 

historical battles between Anglo Saxons and Viking invaders. Children were assigned roles as 

Kings, Chiefs, churls, Earls, Thegns, or peasants. Equipped with replica swords and shields, they 

participated in a mock battle, enhancing their understanding of medieval warfare whilst having 

lots of fun chanting, άoot, oot!έ and snarling at the enemy! 

This trip to Tamworth Castle provided an enriching experience that really supported the 

children's learning about Anglo Saxons. Through interactive activities and exploration, the 



children gained valuable insights into history. We couldnΩt run these trips without parentsΩ 

contributions so many thanks to you all. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



France Trip 2025 

At the beginning of March in the very early hours of a Monday morning many of our Year 6 

children began their epic adventure to Paris with Mrs. Leeson, Mrs. Richardson, Mrs. Sharp & 

Miss Jones. We journeyed through the channel tunnel to the Chateau de Grande Romaine on 

the outskirts of Paris where we were to stay for four nights. The journey there was a long one 

but, as we were soon to find out, the children coped so well and behaved impeccably, which set 

the tone of our Tour De France! 

When we arrived, we were greeted by our PGL reps, Hadder and Chris. Then children unpacked 

their bags and made their way to the playing fields where we discovered a past Brazilian 

Football team had practiced for the 1998 FIFA World Cup. After our first evening meal they 

explored the grounds of the Chateau with a team scavenger hunt, then they were all tucked up 

in their beds for our first ΨsleepoverΩ with their roommates. 

Tuesday morning started as the rest of the week would by making our baguettes ready for our 

lunch whilst out and about in Paris. This was followed by a continental breakfast with of course 

fresh, warm croissants, pain au chocolate and hot chocolate! Delicious! Our first excursion was 

to the impressive Sacrè-Coeur where we saw an amazing view of Paris. We then went into the 

church and soon realised we were in a Catholic Mass. The children were in awe of the Nuns 

singing and the beauty of the church. The staff were so impressed with the respect the children 

gave to this very special experience. This was a first for the staff too. 

Following this we then went to the artist centre of Montmartre where the children were 

encouraged to use their French skills to buy gifts, glacès and crêpes. We then sat on the steps of 

the Sacrè-Coeur to eat our lunch. After this we were whisked away by coach to the Stade de 

France where we had a wonderful behind the scenes tour of the stadium and heard some 

interesting tales of footballers and mega stars who have performed concerts there. We even 

had chance to walk out to the pitch through the tunnel! On our return the evening at the 

Chateau we played games with Chris (PGL) on the sports courts. 

Wednesday began as Tuesday but we then went on a coach sight-seeing trip and saw the Notre 

Dame, Louvre and Eiffel Tower. We then went on a cruise down the Seine and shouted Bonjour 

to anyone we saw on the banks, they seemed very happy to see us and waved back! We then 

had a photo by the Eiffel tower and had lunch in the beautiful Parisian spring sunshine at the 

Trocadèro. We were then taken to the Musee dΩOrsay where Mrs. Richardson gave the children 

a tour of the Impressionist art works. The children seemed impressed by seeing a real Van Gogh 

and other famous paintings. That evening we all made crêpes, although it was Pancake day the 

day before. We learnt what the ingredients were called in French. They were delicious! 



Thursday was also a glorious sunny day which was perfect for Disney! We were all greeted by 

Mickey Mouse and the Chipmunks as we entered the park! It was very busy but everyone so 

patient waiting for the rides. After lots of fun experiencing many rides and doing lots of 

shopping we settled down to watch the parade. This was magical as you would expect. It was 

then time to go back, pack and sleep ready for our journey home on the Friday. 

We would like to thank all the children for being so amazing on this visit. They showed respect 

and kindness to everyone and they were a privilege to take all the way to Paris.  

Whittington Primary School - Y6 in Paris 2025 

 

 

https://www.whittington-school.co.uk/gallery/?pid=94&gcatid=5


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 


